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 My company has a development machine with a usb hard drive installed into it. The problem is that every time it starts up it
prompts for serial number, which is causing us problems. The developer will use the machine to install.net sdk onto a newly
created app, and we need to be able to automatically identify the machine so that we can load the correct app and the correct

sdk. We also need this for the development of two new computers to be purchased later this year. We are unable to create a disk
image of the machine because it does not have a valid serial number. I've read up on the problem and there are a number of

solutions. One was to obtain the latest windows update files and check for updates and if available download them. That won't
work. I've also read that we can find a unique property of the machine and check it against a configuration file. That works but
as the dev machines are laptop I don't know what they will do when they need a restore or new configuration. Your suggestion

of the MD5 of the /var/lib/winsxs/db/msi.mdf file I'm not familiar with, and I couldn't find a way to check this
programmatically. I do have vista ultimate and I have seen a number of forums about this issue. There seems to be no easy way
to find out the serial number. But maybe you have a different solution. And of course for the developers I don't have the access

to the machine and will need to verify it when it's done, so I need to be able to do this easily. Re: How to identify developer
machines? This is usually referred to as a Volume Serial Number (VSN) or Partition Serial Number (PSN). The PSN is also part

of the volume GUID, which is the same as the name of the partition you want to view/search (i.e.,
\Device\HarddiskVolume{partition-uuid}). You can search the registry in the

HKLM\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Uninstall\\Disks key for all the machine-identification information
that's in the WMI database. So... Registry: HKLM\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Uninstall\\Disks WMI:

\Device\HarddiskVolume{part 82157476af
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